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Summer MEWSLETTER, 1983

PROGCRESS REPOHRT ON WHEATON BRIDGE

Phil Hodge, Path vice president and engineer-in-charge of the Wheaton bridge project, reports delivery to the DuPage
Area Vocational Education Association, Addison, on April 14th of 16 tons of cor-ten steel beams worth $14,400. Phil, the
Moorings, and student Steve Joslyn were on hand 1o take pictures and welcome James McBride, the driver for Poole Truck
Lineg, Evergreen, Alabama. Fabrication of the three néw bridge spans by certified weiders at DAVEA can now proceed. The
Prairie Path was able to purchase the steel below cost, saving $6,000, from Connors Steel Company, Birmingham,
Alsbama. and from Levinson Steel Company, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

To date, the following companies have donated goods or services for the bridge project:

Kenny Paper Co., Meirose Park, lilinois paper for brochure
Anderson Grapics, Carol Stream, illinois typesetting for brochure
Graghic Photo, Wheaton, lllinols photo processing
Chicago and North Wastern R, R., West Chicago, Hiinois right-of-way license
Rust-Cleum Corp., Vernon Hilis, llinols paint
Commonwealth Edison Co., Lombard, llinois lights

ilinols Bell, Chicago, Hlincis slectric poles
Wheaton Center, Wheaton, lilinois slsctricity

Cable Television Supply, Addison, lliinols . - electrical equipmeant
Terrace Supply Co., Villa Park, llinois welding supplies
Airco Corp., Broadview, Hlinois welding supplies
DAVEA, Addison, lllinois iabor

Poole Truck Line, Evergresn, Alabama .. . trucking

Ceco Corp., Oak Brook, Hlinois steel

Connors Stesl Co., Birmingham, Alabama steel

Levinson Steel Co., Pitisburgh, Pennsvylvania steel

AM. Castle Co., Franklin Park, illincis steel

Pathtreasurer Joan Hamill reports that cash contributions have been received from the Brooks and Hope B. McCormick
Foundation and from the Motorola Foundation.

The members of the Prairie Path Board of Directors would like to thank all the friends of the Path for their help sof
Much has been accomplished; but donations of money, materials, equipment, and labor a i ot
following:

Modify exisling concrete piers and adapt to new bridges

Haze and remove ong pler

Transport thres new spans from DAVEA

Purchase and install lumber 1o deck all four bridgss

Sandblast, prime and paint old bridge

Purchase and install chain link fencing for oid bridge

Build ramp on south and improve approach on north

instail bridge lighting

Landscape site

DAVEASTUDENT FORKL!FT OPERATORS
BEAMS TO DAVEA. UNLOAD STEEL BEAMS.

POOLE TRUCK LINE DELIVERS STEEL

BRIDGE BROCHURES READY
“Let's Build the Bridge” is the title of the new brochure just off the presses. Path secretary Donna Albue, who chaired the

brochure committee, says, “We hope the brochure will generate enthusiastic support from local citizens. After all, the
Prairie Path belongs to sverybody. We are thinking of awarding a special placue to donors of $1,000 or more and perhaps of
engraving thelr names in a place of honor onthe bridgs. Any donation of whatever size will be gratefully received, however;

and the giver will have the satisfaction of knowing that he or she has heiped the Path.”

A bridge brochure is enclosed with sach Summer NEWSLETTER.



“THE OLD IRON BRIDGE”, a poem by Edward Happel, Wheaton

Qéghi beside a busy road

behind tall trees is 5 bridge,

a rusting iron rafiroad bridgs

now way overgrown by nature

now uncared for and unseen by most
except an adventurer or iwo

who'll cross it just for the experiencs
who'll investigate it thoroughly
who'll absorb the atmosphere

of the old iron bridge

standing firm and tall

connecting the two sides

offering safe passags

blessing the earth with

indestructible characier;

relic of the past

showing history in progress

linking pathways to the future.

NEW HONOCR FOR HELEN TURNER - .

Helen Turner's many friends inthe Chicago area, whsre she taught in the science department in Oak Park High School
and at the Morton ﬁrb@remm, will be glad fo know that she is still V@m@ strong at the age of 85. Co-Founder of The lilinois
Prairie Path and firsteditor of the NEWSLETTER, He %e lives now in retirement in Hendersonville, North Carolina. She has
recently received the prastigious Second Wind Hall of:Fame Award following nomination by the Wesiern Carolina
Botanical Club. The citation reads:

Letit hereby be known that HELEN TURNER has been elected to the Second Wind Hall of Fame. Because of aiongand

useful life, continuing productive bey@ﬁcﬁ refirement, while others paused to rest, this dedicated person caught a
second wind and began a new career of service to mankind. May God give this servant the strength to continue
constructive work, radiant with courage and an inspiration to all.

Helen now edits the Botanical Club newsletter SHORTIA and has developsad a nature trail through the woods at Carolina
Village. Long the haart of the Prairie P ?: he is still leading the way for us who follow in her footstens.

PRAIRIE PATH PICTURES ON DISPLAY

Paul and Jean Mooring anncunce compietion of a ;Jsr‘iab%e fsm-;;ene ?f‘}é'ﬂg screen, which was designed by both
Moorings and hand-crafted by Paul, to display pictures from the exiensive Prairie Path collection. Included in the current
exhibit now onview atthe Villa Park Library are scenes from the Paths sarly ﬁa}f& close-ups of prairie flowers found zlong
the way, and candid shots of volunteers working on Path maintenance, and users enjoying the trail. Most of one panel is
devoied to the Wheaton bridge project.

Library patrons will also find a separate case containing Chicago, Aurora, and Elgin Railway artifacts and pictures of
Villa Park’s historic Ardmore Avenue station, which is being restored by vc%uﬁteefq under the direction of Prairie Path
board member Dick Diebold. If all goes as planned, the grand opening of the refurbished station is scheduled for the Fourth

of July.

The portable display will remalin Ha Park during May and will then be moved to the Wheaton Public Library for a
month or two. Later in the summer | '%: wi ! be available by the month for approved groups upon reguest.

GLEN ELLYN RESURFACING, PART H

As promised, Glen Ellyn has paid for a second resurfacing project for fiscal year 1882. This oneis at “Pins Park” on Main
Sirest north of the Glen Ellyn Savings and Loan. On April 20 and 21 a distance of approximately 300 feet of trail was covered
with 32 tons of stone, grade #8 crushed limestone and a topping of limestone screenings. Total cost was $780 from the 1882
Gien Ellyn Revenue Sharing allocation for the Path. The work was done by contractor Dennis O'Neill and Jean Mooring
with one paid assistant and two spur-of-the-moment volunteers.

Mote: This project contains a drainage swale made of flagstone to demonstrate a practical way of allowing stormwater
run-cff from the Savings and Loan parking lot to flow across the Path without washing it out. We may use this same
technique on other sections of the Path where instaliation of culverts is not possible.

TRAIL ETIQUETTE

The illinois Prairie Path is, and has always been, a multipurposs trail designed for all types of non-motorized use by the
general public. Surveys show that 80% of Path users are bicyclists, 15% are joggers, and the remaining 5% are hikers,
horseback-riders, dogsledders and cross-country skiers. Most of these people are nature lovers and many are aiso
students of natural histsry Because the Path is so popular, users should know and follow these simple rules of courtesy so
that a Irip on the Path will be equally safe and enjoyable for everyone:

All bicycles should be squipped with a bell or horn which should be sounded when cvertaking another person. Bikers
may also call out, “Passing on left (or right)!”

Bicyclists should not speed.



Equestrians should keep 1o the side of the trall and off the limestone screening surface, sspecially when it is wet, o
minimize damage to the surface and keep droppings away from joggers and bikers.

Equestrians shouid wallk their horses, not gallop, canter or trot.

Bicyclists and eguestrians should ride single file because in many places the Path is too narrow for others to pass.
Hikars should not block the trail but should leave room for others 1o pass.

Radios and headssts should be iaff at home. They are annoying to others and may cause accidenis.

Mo firearms, kites or model! airplanes.

Mo aleoholic beverages or controlied substances.

o littering.

Saturday, Juns 4 - Two-Day, Long Distance Bike Ride. Sixty miles per day 120-mile round trip; camp overnight;
Sunday, June 5 mustcarry own gear. Meetat 9:00 a.m, at Nancy Hesler's in Oak Meadows. Leaders: Phil Hodgs,

mustca
527-7362 and Nancy Hesler, 293-1062.

Saturday, June 11 — Backoack and ﬁ%%”ﬁ?%%&in Mest at 12:00 noon, Sat., Pleasant Hill Road and Path, Wheaton.

Sunday, June 12 Backpack to Pralls Wayne Woods. Camp overnight and return by 2:00 p.m. Sunday. Bring own
food and gear. ieaa%gs' Phit mcw ta, 555-9547.

Sunday, June 19 - Hike o Warrenville Grove. Meet at 9:00 a.m. Members’ Room in Rathje Park, Wheaton (Delles

and Roosevell). Eleven-mile round trip. Bring funch and drink. Leaiéer‘ Dick Wilson, 298-7882.

fégﬁ and shore up a;ag;swchv to Warrenville bridge. Meest at 9:00 a.m.,
, Warrenville. Bring pruning saws, rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, lunch
t Mooring, 488-4288.

Sunday, June 28 — Purple Coneflower Prairl %5’%%’ Meetat 1:00 pom., Elmer J. Hoffman Park in Whealon (Northon
Prospect from Hill Ave., #11 on Prairie Path magj}. Leadsr: Larry Sheaffer, 665-4408.
Sunday, July 10 — Bleycele Ride. Meet at 900 a.m., Ardmore Ave. and Prairie Path, Villa Pa r’ . #7 on map. 15-mile

round trip ride to Rathje Park, \; heaif‘@ Leader: Dick Diebold, 469-648

Saturday, July 186 - Bieycle Ride. Mest at 10:00 a.m., Leroy Oakes Forest Preserve on Dean Street, St. Charles. Ride
Great Western Bic I Trail, swim in Sycamore and raturn. 34-mile round trip. Leadser: Nancy
Hesler, 283-1062

Saturday, July 23 — Work Day, Wheaton bridge. Meet at 8:00 a.m. Volunieers needed. Coordinator: Phil Hodge,
627-7362.

- Jean C. Mooring, Editor -
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